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-Testimonies show that teachers took advantage of their students' trust and abused them     
-Children and teenagers were forced to have sex with mestres in exchange for travel    
-Ceará's Public Ministry opened an investigation against leaders of the Cordão de Ouro 
group for reports of abuse and rape of those vulnerable

Mestres from one of the largest capoeira groups in Brazil, Cordão de Ouro, are accused 
by at least 15 people of sexually abusing children and adolescents between 11 and 18 
years old. The journal, Agência Pública had exclusive access to the criminal proceedings 
and spoke with men and women who had witnessed or suffered abuse in the cities of 
Fortaleza (CE), São Paulo (SP) and Taubaté (SP).  

The Cordão de Ouro group has accredited capoeira academies in more than 30 countries.  

Reports and documents collected by the article reveal that mestres took advantage of the 
vulnerability, admiration, and trust of their students, who saw them as idols or even as 
father figures, to commit sexual violence. We had access to text messages and audios that 
indicate some cases were covered up by members of the group's management. Pública 
also had access to a video in which one of the masters appears masturbating on a public 
bus.

Since last year, the Public Ministry of the State of Ceará (MPCE) has been investigating 
Cordão de Ouro leaders for reports of abuse and vulnerable rape– as Brazilian law defines 
sexual relations with children under 14 years of age. According to the MPCE prosecutor 
Joseana França, five victims filed accusations “against several mestres”. The names of all 
those involved were not disclosed by the agency so as not to compromise the 
investigations, but the founder of the group, Reinaldo Ramos Suassuna, better known as 
Mestre Suassuna, is among those accused, according to victims who reported to Pública 
having given testimony.

“The reports are horrible. One person told us he began suffering abuse when he was 
between 10 and 11 years old”, detailed the prosecutor. “We believe that the number of 
victims can be much higher. There are people who do not want to speak out of fear. Also 
because there is a relationship of loyalty between the student and the capoeira mestre.”  
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(Mestre Suassuna, founder of Cordão de Ouro, is cited by those who testified to the Brazilian Public Ministry of Ceará.) 

Children and adolescents, according to her, were coerced by Cordão de Ouro mestres 
with the promise of travel to other states and/or abroad. “They underwent a kind of test, 
which was called 'passport stamping', which was actually sexual abuse,” he explained.  

The capoeirista Rildo da Silva, Mestre Penteado, told Pública details of how the supposed 
scheme would work. Now 50 years old, he says he took the courage to report the violence 
he experienced for so many years when he learned of the investigations by the Ceará 
prosecutor. “I don't want other kids to go through what I went through.”

According to Rildo, at age 15, he started training the sport with one of the group's 
greatest leaders, Marcos Antônio Lopes de Souza, nicknamed Mestre Espirro Mirim, in 
Fortaleza.

From a poor family, Rildo saw capoeira as a way to improve his life and help his family. 
According to him, Mestre Espirro Mirim took advantage of his vulnerability by 
promising to take him to traveling around the world. In return, however, the boy would 
be subjected to having sex with him.  

“He used to say that if we had sex with him we would graduate [in capoeira], we would 
be famous, we would travel all over the world. And I don't know, we, kids, let ourselves 
be carried away, dreamed of traveling, dreamed of going somewhere to be able to help 



our family. We weren’t mature, and he harassed us. He kept running his hand over his 
private parts”, he recalled in an interview with the reporter.  

The abuses, according to Rildo, also took place in exchange for food. “He bought things 
for us. He used to buy food because we didn't have the money to buy food. We came 
from a poor family.”

The mestre, he reports, threatened to expel him from the group if he did not do what he 
asked. “We were forced to sleep at his house and he tried many things. He wanted us to 
penetrate him, and he wanted to do things to us.”  

Away from capoeira for five years, Rildo said that he “was in the hands” of Espirro 
Mirim from 15 to 32 years old, when he went to the United States for the group Cordão 
de Ouro. “There is no 'stamped passport'. There is a passport where I use you, you use me 
and I send you abroad, or to other cities in Brazil, as everyone else did. But no one has 
the courage to open their mouths.”

The First Reports
Luciana's* testimony to the Special Women's Attorney of the Legislative Assembly of 
Ceará, in September 2019, was one of the reports that motivated the opening of the 
MPCE investigation. Luciana is married to a mestre who has been part of Cordão de 
Ouro since childhood and, for this reason, received many capoeiristas visitors in her 
house. She reported that two masters who had harassed her daughters, still children, on 
different occasions, one of them being from Cordão de Ouro.  
On August 13, 2017, capoeira mestres from other states would have stayed at her house 
for an event in Fortaleza. According to Luciana, her eldest daughter caught a mestre – 
who does not belong to Cordão de Ouro and will not be identified in the report for 
procedural reasons – trying to rape her younger sister, who was 5 years old at the time.

(Accusations against mestre Paiakan were registered by the Special Women's Attorney of the Legislative Assembly of Ceará)



“She saw her sister standing in front of this guy's room and him taking her arm and 
saying the following sentence: 'Let's play? Let’s play boy and girl, you will like it, I'll 
make a little hole in you'. And my daughter already hearing that and trembling”. The 
family reported to the Special Women's Attorney that they filed a criminal action against 
this mestre in 2020 and are awaiting a hearing. The mestre, as a result, filed a lawsuit 
against the girl's father for slander and defamation to the prosecutor's office, according to 
Luciana's account.  

After the incident, the oldest daughter, already married at 22, decided to tell the family 
that she had experienced something similar in 2009, involving the master of Cordão de 
Ouro from Ceará Paiakan (Eliomar Vale de Lima).  

When Denise* was 13 years old, she accompanied Paiakan to his house on a motorcycle 
to pick up instruments requested by her father. The mestre, however, diverted their route 
to a thicket, where he began to harass her “saying that she was very hot and that he kept 
thinking about her dancing samba”, reported her mother. According to Luciana, Denise 
ran, but the mestre threatened her to not tell her family.

A family accuses Mestre Paiakan of sexually harassing a 13-year-old girl.



According to Luciana, after that day her daughter left capoeira and developed several 
mental health problems.  

Like Denise, capoeirista Gabriel* told the Special Women's Attorney that it took years to 
get back to life and got involved with drugs after being abused by Mestre Espirro Mirim 
– the same one who had raped Rildo – as a child.  

Gabriel repeated to Pública what he told the Prosecutor's Office: that he lived through 
moments of horror, being imprisoned for three hours in a room – from 9 pm until 
midnight – with Espirro Mirim. “He only let me out of his house when he said that if he 
didn't let me out, my mother would come.” To the report, he told that he was only 12 
years old when the mestre tried to rape him, in January 1997.

(Gabriel’s testimony reveals details of the violence he suffered at 12 years old)

According to his account, the violence began hours earlier, in the early afternoon, after a 
capoeira roda at the door of Espirro Mirim's house. The mestre invited Gabriel to watch a 
video. By the time they were left alone in the kitchen, the man, then 32 years old, forced 
oral sex. Gabriel said he was in a state of shock and didn’t react. “My feeling was disgust 
mixed with fear.” According to him, at that time Espirro Mirim was already recognized 
worldwide in capoeira.  

Two years later, in 1999, Mestre Suassuna, founder of Cordão de Ouro, also tried to 
sexually abuse Gabriel. “I had just finished an event. I went with some friends to the front 
of Espirro Mirim's house to talk to some mestres and, when I passed by Suassuna, he 
tried to touch me. I quickly left.” At that time, Suassuna was in Fortaleza to celebrate 
Espirro Mirim's 20 years of capoeira.

Prosecutor Joseana França revealed that she is investigating cases in which the “stamped 
passport” – abuses with promises of travel and, consequently, progression in capoeira – 
brought capoeiristas from Ceará to classes with Suassuna in São Paulo. “These boys were 
sent to his farm, where they were further abused.”



(Mestre Espirro Mirim was filmed masturbating on a public bus) 

Reports against the founder of Cordão de Ouro

Born in Itabuna (BA), Reinaldo Ramos Suassuna, Mestre Suassuna, moved to São Paulo 
in the 1960s, where he founded Cordão de Ouro. Currently, the group has academies in 
almost every Brazilian state, in addition to branches on five continents.  

The internationalization of the group began in the 1980s, when students from Bahia 
began to be sent to spread capoeira to other countries. Cordão de Ouro also maintains 
social projects that serve children and teenagers from underprivileged communities.  

Mestre Suassuna is considered one of the greatest capoeiristas in the country. He created 
the “miudinho game”, a style distinct from the Brazilian modality, which is a symbol of 
the resistance of slaves and in 2014 became an Intangible Heritage of Humanity.  

The mestre has already recorded albums, participated in famous television programs and 
received the title of Citizen of São Paulo, granted by the City Council of São Paulo.



Suassuna now lives in a farm known as “Grandpa’s Farm” in the Parelheiros district of 
São Paulo. According to the people interviewed by Pública, who also testified to the 
Ceará prosecutor, he used the space – at least 30 km from the city center – to sexually 
abuse students.  

“I saw depressing stages from Suassuna. I saw him drink with boys, children, and then go 
to a double bed with them”, said Bernardo*, a former student, to Pública. He reports 
having caught Suassuna trying to abuse a boy during a capoeira event in Caraguatatuba 
(SP) in 1971. “He jumped on top of the boy, pretending to be drunk, and the guy pushing 
him off and him on top of him”,  he reported indignantly. “He abused many boys, ruined 
the lives of many young people. He needs to pay for it”, said Bernardo, who has known 
Suassuna since the beginning of his capoeira career.  

Saulo* says he experienced a similar situation when he was 14 years old, when he trained 
with Suassuna. He had been in Cordão de Ouro for about three months when the mestre 
invited him to sleep at his house. At the time, in 1978, Suassuna lived in an apartment 
near his academy in São Paulo. “It was a Friday that we trained, and there would be a 
training session on Saturday. Then the mestre [Suassuna] said: “Oh, since there is a 
training session on Saturday, sleep at my house”. I was with a friend.” 

According to him, the mestre asked the three of them to sleep together in his double bed. 
During the night, says Saulo – who laid down between Suassuna and his friend – the 
mestre tried to touch his thigh three times. Annoyed with the situation, he took advantage 
that the teacher's car keys were on the table and went to sleep in it.

Video footage encouraged reports

The first reports of sexual violence in Cordão de Ouro were made public in 2019, after a 
video of master Espirro Mirim masturbating in a public bus in São Paulo ended up on 
social networks – the report had access to the video but decided not to publish it for its 
explicit content.  

Pública spoke with the young man who took the images. He did not imagine the 
repercussions they would cause, as he did not know the man nor did he know of his fame 
in capoeira.  

Pedro* said that as soon as he entered the bus he felt uncomfortable with the insistent 
staring of Espirro Mirim. “I went to the back of the bus and sat on the last seat. Soon 
after, he [Espirro Mirim] left the place he was and followed. That's when he started 
touching himself. I wasn't believing what was happening and that only I was able to see 
it. The bus was full of people and no one could see. The only option I had was to record.”

The young man, 18 years old at the time, even filed a police report in the 33rd Police 
District, in the Mangalot neighborhood, in the city of São Paulo. “To me, it seems that 
they [the police] couldn’t care less,” he recalls. “And what most embarrasses a victim in 



all of this is not simply the fact of the act itself, but you wanting to seek help and can't get 
it because people don't demonstrate they can help you and you can count on them.”  
According to Pedro, after posting the video of the bus, other victims of Espirro Mirim 
started looking for him through social media and WhatsApp. “Not only here in Brazil but 
in many places around the world. Several people he took to competitions and when it was 
time to sleep he touched them.” 

“He was my guardian”
It was also in 2019 that Aline Hidalgo de Faria and Jorge* decided to report to the Public 
Ministry of São Paulo (MPSP) the former teacher, Lúcio Flávio Campos Torres, known 
as Mestre Quebrinha, for rape and sexual abuse.

Aline was only nine years old when she began attending the Cordão de Ouro academy in 
Taubaté. Quebrinha, the leader, became a father figure for the girl, the daughter of 
separated parents. “He was my guardian.” She accompanied the mestre to events and 
presentations and dedicated many hours to training, because she wanted to pursue a 
career as a capoeirista abroad – a dream that Quebrinha encouraged.  

The capoeira rodas took place at the academy, and the most dedicated students were 
invited to the mestre's farm, in Taubaté. There he maintained a social project called Ginga 
no Cais, which taught capoeira to children and adolescents from vulnerable communities.



(Two former students filed lawsuits against Mestre Quebrinha for sexual abuse and rape)

It was common for the most promising students, like Aline, to help organize training 
sessions and even clean up the small rural property. So the teenager, at the time 18 years 
old, was not surprised to be invited to make berimbaus one weekend. “When I arrived, I 
realized I was alone with him.” She says she was raped by the mestre that day. “He took 
me to the bedroom, where there was a computer, asking for help in learning how to use 
the Internet. I only suspected when he closed the door. I didn’t react. I said I didn't want 
to, but he didn't stop.”

It was 2012. Aline says that out of fear and shame she didn't tell anyone about the 
violence she had suffered. She continued going to capoeira, which she saw as a 
professional commitment, but she didn't feel safe in the training sessions. “I wore shorts 
and a bathing suit because I thought wearing more layers of clothes would make it harder 
to take off. I dodged him all the time.” She says that Mestre Quebrinha started to threaten 
her. “He said I should keep quiet because he knew my family and knew where I lived. I 
was under such stress that I even ran away from home. I left with nothing, only my cell 
phone. I ended up in Tremembé (SP) [approximately 8 km from Taubaté] walking.” 

The young woman confided the case to another teacher at Cordão de Ouro, hoping to 
receive support, but was told that she probably “had provoked the situation”. The traumas 
and persecutions made Aline fall into a deep depression, and she even attempted suicide. 
In 2013, she decided to move to Rio de Janeiro, trying to rebuild her life. “I wanted to go 
back to capoeira, but I couldn't. Only in 2016 did I find a group that made me feel safe. A 
year later, Quebrinha's son appeared in a roda and watched my training. This destabilized 
me too much.”

Quebrinha returned to haunt Aline some time later, when she suffered an accident that 
caused facial trauma and temporary memory loss. “I went to my family's house, in 
Taubaté, during treatment, and he saw an opportunity there. He made a fake [fake 
account] on Facebook to try to get closer again, but little by little I remembered 
everything.” In 2019, Aline felt encouraged to denounce the former teacher with another 
former student, Jorge*, who attended sessions during the same time.  

Although reports of sex crimes were filed simultaneously by them against the same 
person, the cases resulted in separate police inquiries. Without considering their silence 
due to the threats, Aline's case was filed by the São Paulo Court in October of last year, 
alleging that the crime was statute-barred. “[…] the offense committed in September 
2012, when the victim was over 18 years of age […] the representation should have taken 
place in mid-March 2013, prior to the accusation”, says an excerpt from the decision.

“It's frustrating. I completely jeopardized myself, I delayed my college because of what 
happened to me”, Aline vented.  

Jorge's allegations of rape and abuse were also archived. 



Mestre got close to the mother to abuse the child

At the age of five, Jorge began taking capoeira classes with Mestre Quebrinha, at the 
Cordão de Ouro Academy in Taubaté. When his parents separated and his mother, 
Andressa*, was diagnosed with lupus, the teacher got close to the family. “It felt like a 
refuge He used to say that Jorge was like a son,” Andressa told Pública.  

According to Andressa, the mestre did capoeira presentations abroad and promised trips 
to Jorge. She says that the boy became a kind of right-hand man for Quebrinha, to whom 
he entrusted the academy when he traveled, even though Jorge was only 15 years old. 
The mestre also got closer to Andressa, with whom he had a romantic relationship for 
four years.

When he was 11 years old, in 2011, Jorge stayed at Quebrinha’s farm with other students 
and mestres, who participated in a capoeira event. In a statement to the Public Ministry of 
São Paulo (MPSP), to which the report had access, he said that, on that day, the mestre 
invited him to lie down in a hammock and started touching his private parts. “While he 
caressed him, Lúcio [Quebrinha] said that he liked the victim like a son, that he only 
wanted what was good for him and that what he was doing was because he wanted what 
was best,” says an excerpt from Jorge's testimony. The student did not want to grant an 
interview because he prefers to avoid the subject, but authorized the reproduction of 
police records with the guarantee that his identity would be protected.

(To MPSP, Jorge said he was raped by Mestre Quebrinha when he was 14 years old)

Jorge continued to attend training sessions with the presence of other students, but he 
said, in a statement to the MPSP, that the mestre always found a way to be alone with him 
and used his love relationship with Andressa and her trust to make the boy sleep 
frequently at his farm. Also according to the testimony, Quebrinha used one of those 
opportunities to sexually rape him.  



At the time, the student was only 14 years old. According to his account, the rapes and 
abuses extended throughout his adolescence. Jorge says that when he tried to separate 
from the group, the mestre turned violent. The cycle only ended when, at the age of 17, 
he stopped going to the training sessions at the farm. Quebrinha was still dating his 
mother and frequented her house.  

“At this time, Lúcio began to suggest that we live together. When I told him of the 
decision, I saw my son, who was always calm, fall apart. Only then did I realize that 
something was wrong”, says Andressa. “When he [Jorge] finally told me, I've never felt 
such pain in my life. He [Lúcio] blackmailed me. I told my son that he couldn't tell me 
anything because my health was fragile.”

The police inquiry in the 1st Criminal Court of the District of Taubaté, which investigated 
the rape charges made by Jorge against Lúcio, was filed in October 2019. The criminal 
justice prosecutor of Taubaté, Osvaldo de Oliveira Coelho, alleged that the “evidence set 
forth reveals more doubts than certainties”, although “several witnesses corroborate with 
the testimony of the victim”. The prosecutor considered that the testimony of witnesses 
was flawed because “none of them witnessed the facts”. He also said that there is no 
proof that Jorge had not consented to the sexual practice. 

“I had to ‘behave’”

Wilton Rocha, or Mestre Caboclin, also reported to Pública that he was a victim of 
Mestre Espirro Mirim, when he was 16 years old. He trained capoeira in Cordão de Ouro 
from 13 to 22 years old, where he became a teacher.

Wilton said the instructor always invited students to sleep at his house, but he never went, 
despite not believing in the conversations that circulated in Cordão de Ouro that Espirro 
Mirim abused the students. His admiration for the teacher – who had free access to his 
house at the time – was so great that, according to him, “he used to fight with those who 
said that the mestre liked to abuse children”.  

One night, however, Wilton accepted the invitation to spend the night at Espirro Mirim's 
house. That day, several other capoeiristas also went, according to him. He remembers 
going to sleep on the living room floor, when the mestre laid down beside him and tried 
to touch him. “He was quick to start touching me. He waited for everyone to sleep, for it 
to get dark, and then soon he wanted to put his hand on my genitals. I punched him.” 

He remembers that he had gone to bed uncomfortable because hours before a friend had 
reported having been abused by Espirro Mirim in the bathroom.

After having told the episode to his father the next morning, Wilton Rocha distanced 
himself from mestre, but continued in Cordão de Ouro and, at age 22, his time to become 
a teacher arrived. That was when Espirro Mirim told him that, in order to earn the 



mestre's cord, “I had to ‘behave’”. “I didn't accept “behaving’” with him, which was to 
spend the night with him.” After that, Wilton decided to leave Cordão de Ouro.  

The capoeirista Joaquim* believes that even today he hasn't received his professor cord – 
which is the graduation in capoeira – because he didn't want to be subjected to sex with 
Espirro Mirim. He said that he has 12 years of the blue cord, that he is an instructor. 
“People I taught to ginga are graduated higher than I am today.” His closeness to Espirro 
Mirim, according to Joaquim, was similar to that described by other victims. The two 
were at the same event and, at bedtime, “he [Espirro Mirim] aggressively approached me, 
wanting something,” said Joaquim, who was 17 at the time

Pública also heard other allegations against the mestres Espirro Mirim and Suassuna, all 
similar: students, generally minors in a situation of social vulnerability and that intended 
to pursue a career in capoeira, were harassed, suffered abuse or were led to believe that 
they would only travel and become teachers if they agreed to join the sexual exploitation 
scheme. 

Silence in capoeira

The silence in Cordão de Ouro in the face of allegations of sexual violence practiced by 
the mestres was addressed by all the people that Pública spoke with. “The people I looked 
for said: ‘The mestre is crazy, he doesn't care about that, no, don't get involved with that, 
no,’” said Gabriel, referring to mestre Espirro Mirim. He claims that he began to suffer 
threats from other members of the group after he testified to the MPCE.  

Joaquim already reported having spoken with Mestre Suassuna that Espirro Mirim 
abused him. “He stayed silent and told me that Espirro owed me an apology”, he recalls.

A student and teacher at Cordão de Ouro for approximately 15 years, Thiago Ferreira 
affirmed that after having seen the video of Espirro Mirim masturbating on the bus, he 
warned the students' parents to be careful with their children. “So Suassuna sought me 
out to try to convince me not to say anything else. He even insinuated that silence could 
guarantee my graduation as a mestre. That's when I decided to leave,” he told Pública, 
adding that he left the group in 2019. Since then, Thiago says that he began to suffer 
persecution and threats from members of the group. “I've even been threatened with 
death”, he reports.

“Capoeira is a fight against oppression. It is not possible to fight against racist oppression 
and to silence against other forms of oppression, such as sexist oppression”, says 
Christine Zonzon, from Marias Felipas – Group of Studies and Feminist Intervention in 
Capoeira. She emphasizes that cases of sexual violence in capoeira are not related to 
traditional practice, but to structures of power and machismo. “Corporatism, which often 
exists in the hierarchical structure of groups, allows crimes to be supressed and leaders to 
put themselves as untouchables.”



President of the Union of Capoeira Federations of Brazil – UFCB, Hugo Narciso, Mestre 
Gavião, emphasized that “capoeira is a struggle for expression and freedom”. “This 
freedom cannot hurt others,” he said. For him, it is important to value the work of entities 
representing capoeira to prevent abuses. “The Federal Constitution says that 
memberships should not be mandatory. However, capoeira confederations and federations 
need to be strengthened, even through the creation of laws, so they can work more 
closely with groups and schools, with a guiding supervision.” 

The other side

Sought for the report, Reinaldo Ramos Suassuna, the Mestre Suassuna, says that 
members of Cordão de Ouro have never sought him out to attest to sexual abuse 
involving the mestres of the group. Regarding the allegations of sexual abuse involving 
his name, he stated “there are always these rumors” and added: “Because I teach many 
youth, I am very involved with them, they with me, so people have this impression”, he 
justified, adding that he couldn't talk more about the matter and that he would go to his 
lawyer. Afterwards, he hung up the phone. 

After learning about the investigations by the Public Ministry of Ceará and before the 
publication of the report, Suassuna recorded a video with a message directed at members 
of Cordão de Ouro, to which Pública had access. “In view of events that you have already 
heard, I come here just to say that I appreciate all your support, from everyone who has 
accompanied me in these events of Cordão de Ouro, in the group's events, the group's 
affiliates, and also to say that you don't be hesitant about creating your own group, your 
logo, if all these events are bothering you”, he said.  

“I won't be, not at all, upset. I will continue being your friend, but if it's getting in the way 
of your work, please, create a logo and a new name and move on”, he added.  

It was also shared with members of the group, on Sunday (30/05), an “official note” from 
the Association of Capoeira Cordão de Ouro, signed by Suassuna, about the MPCE's 
investigations. “In advance, even without knowledge of the aforementioned process that 
will occur in private by the justice system, the group vehemently repudiates any and all 
practices related to pedophilia and, in the event of any notification, makes itself available 
to the authorities for any clarification”, says the text. In the letter, the group also informs 
that “those allegedly involved will have their activities suspended until the end of the 
investigations”.

The reporters tried to speak with Marcos Antônio Lopes de Souza, mestre Espirro Mirim, 
on two different telephone numbers, but did not get a response.  

The sought out, Lúcio Flávio Campos Torres, mestre Quebrinha, informed that he would 
pass the questions on to his lawyer, but later he did not respond to the reporters again nor 
did he respond to the messages sent.  



Eliomar Vale de Lima, mestre Paiakan, denied the accusations and said that he was never 
officially informed of ongoing investigations in court.      

Crimes of sexual violence against children and adolescents

Both the Child and Adolescent Statute (ECA), the Federal Constitution and the Brazilian 
Penal Code are legal provisions for combating sexual violence against children and 
adolescents. According to the Penal Code, having sexual intercourse or engaging in 
libidinous acts with a person under the age of 14 is rape of a vulnerable person, a crime 
with a penalty of eight to 15 years of imprisonment. Sexual exploitation occurs when 
there is some type of exchange, which can be money, gifts or travel, for example. The 
penalties in these cases range from four to ten years in prison.  

In article 227, the Federal Constitution says “it is the duty of the family, society and the 
State to ensure children, adolescents, and youth, with absolute priority, the right to life, 
health, food, education, leisure, professionalization, culture, dignity, respect, freedom and 
family and community coexistence, in addition to keeping you safe from all forms of 
negligence, discrimination, exploitation, violence, cruelty and oppression.”

The Child and Adolescent Statute (ECA) emphasizes: “No child or adolescent will be 
subject to any form of negligence, discrimination, exploitation, violence, cruelty and 
oppression, punished under the law any attack, by action or omission, against their 
fundamental rights.”  

According to ANDI (News Agency for Children's Rights), “the legislation is exhaustive: 
any sexual act involving a child or adolescent is considered a crime and the person who 
must establish the limit of a relationship that may result in sexual practice is the adult. 
Under no circumstances can the situation of vulnerability be relativized.”  

To report cases of abuse, violence or sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, 
contact any police station, the Guardianship Council or CREAS in your city. Victims or 
witnesses can also anonymously report cases of violence through Dial 100 in Brazil.

*Names were changed at the request of the interviewees. 


